Pillar 2. To ensure affordable and quality healthcare and promotion of healthy lifestyle
Objective: Improve effectiveness and efficiency of universal healthcare and other programs 
Prior action(s) by June 2020: 
· New ratification on  cardio surgery and emergency services is implemented  
· New contracting mechanism of primary health care services is started 
Results: The government continues the strategic reforms in healthcare sector, which aims to reduce negative economic impact on households due to health expenditure, further improving access to health care services and population’s health.
In November 5, 2019, the Ministry revised criteria and the reimbursement rules for Critical Conditions and Intensive therapy (Decree of GoG N520, 05.11.2019). Also changed reimbursement mechanisms for cardio surgery and services will be reimbursed according to the diagnosis-related groups (DRGs) system.  New Reimbursement mechanisms came in inforce from 2020. 
Conditions for the selection of primary health care institutions to participate in planned outpatient/ambulatory component under the UHC state program have been prepared and were adopted by the GoG in January 9, 2020 by decree N15.
Selective Contracting are implemented in the three largest cities of Georgia - Tbilisi, Batumi, Kutaisi from the May 1, 2020. Selection criteria include the number of registered beneficiaries; the maximum number of populations attached to a PHC team; requirements for infrastructure; participates in the EHR data collection process; participation in the continuous medical education system; on-site clinical and laboratory diagnostics and etc. 
Pillar 2. To ensure affordable and quality healthcare and promotion of healthy lifestyle
Objective: Strengthen the Mental Health Services 
Prior action(s) by June 2020: 
· Draft amendements will be elaborated 
Results: Healthcare and Social Issue Committee of the Parliament of Georgia, Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with nongovernmental organizations and experts prepared amendment to the Law of Georgia on “Psychiatric Care”, which envisages introduction of the new services and monitoring  as well as assessment mechanisms that will gradually address existing challenges in terms of the protection of the rights of patients/beneficiaries.

According to the new draft law the title of the Law of Georgia on “Psychiatric Care” will be modified Law of Georgia on “Mental Health” in order to make the services more oriented on care and management. Also, an Article on Mental Health Community Care (services) was added to the new draft law, which includes different service provision to the beneficiaries. 
Amendments also refer to the Restraint Mechanisms (Physical and Chemical Restrictions), which will ensure increasing of protection of human mental health rights and bring the regulatory environment into line with EU legislation.

The law is also supplemented by the chapter "Measures for the Protection of the Rights of the Patient/Service Provider and Quality of Service in the Field of Psychiatric Care", which outlines the body responsible for developing monitoring mechanisms, monitoring deadlines and reporting rules. According to the draft law, the Ministry is required to approve a standardized questionnaire for monitoring/evaluation of these institutions.

Pillar 2. To ensure affordable and quality healthcare and promotion of healthy lifestyle
Objective: Support the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness 
Prior action(s) by the 2020: 
· Emergency COVID-19 Response: The national health system is able to provide immediate support to enhance disease detection capacities through increasing surveillance capacities, provision of technical expertise, strengthening laboratory and diagnostic systems to ensure prompt case finding and local containment.
· Health Care Strengthening: The national health system strengthens essential health care service delivery to provide the best care possible for affected population.
The current population in Georgia is 3.7 million. As of today, there are 615 confirmed coronavirus cases; 275 – recovered, 9 fatal outcome, 4948 under quarantine and 491 under hospital supervision. 
The first case of coronavirus was confirmed on 26th of February and internal spread of the infection was on 22nd of March. On March 21, a state of emergency was declared throughout the country and additional restrictions so called lockdown was imposed from 3st of March. 
The Georgian government took significant steps to scale up emergency response in all areas in order to prevent internal spread of COVID-19 within a month before the first COVID-19 case was confirmed.
On 28th of January, the Government of Georgia approved operational response plan, which determined the responsibilities and duties of the state institutions to efficiently respond to COVID19 pandemic. 
On January 31st, the definition of COVID19 infection cases was approved and the country moved to active surveillance.
On February 4th the first COVID19 diagnostic testing was performed at the LUGAR laboratory by using PCR method. As of today, around 25,000 samples have been tested. At this stage, 12 laboratories are involved in diagnostic component and in addition 11 laboratories will be gradually involved.
Various methodological recommendations and protocols related to the management and diagnostics of the novel coronavirus diseases were developed as well as video lectures and educational materials were produced and periodical revision of the documents is ongoing based on WHO recommendation.
Infection prevention and control in healthcare settings is of critical importance. Therefore, on-site trainings (the rule of using PPE and further monitoring) for health care personnel in hospital and primary health care settings are conducted across the country on regular basis.
The management, treatment and monitoring of suspicious and confirmed cases of COVID 19 are conducted in 34 health facilities. Apart from that, primary health care setting are also involved in diagnostic process of the patient with fever. There are around 15 so called fever clinics. 
According to the government's decision, COVID-19 prevention, diagnosis and treatment services are fully funded from the state budget.
The government of Georgia, along with health protection of the population directs its efforts to save the economy. On April 24, the Georgian government presented a six-stage anti-crisis plan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Georgia has been a successful case in COVID-19 response across the World Health Organization (WHO) European Region, however in order to maintain the current success it requires additional substantial financial support from various donors. Government of France, also The World Bank (WB) together with the Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank (AIIB) prepared the Georgia Emergency COVID-19 Response Project with overall objective to prevent, detect, and respond to the threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and strengthen national systems for public health preparedness in Georgia. 


